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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not Included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendment filed on 4/14/06 . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are t-22 . 

3. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) IS All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-22 allowed. 
The closest relevant arts are Larsson (3,216,183) and Northcut (6,554,880 B1): 

Larsson teaches a filter protection apparatus comprising a frame (8) defining an 
inner space for securing a filter (7), an attaching part (8a) for attaching the frame (8) to 
the filter securing part (6a), and a protection part (6) which is coupled on the inner 
surface of frame (8) with a plurality of holes (i. e. grating) through which air passes. 

Northcut discloses a moving member (50, 10) mounted on the frame in 
engagement with the elongated channels (2) (see details of Fig. 3 and col. 4, lines 1- 
12), and persons of ordinary skill in the art will understand that the relative size and 
number of moving members can be any of a wide selection, and the size and position of 
other components may vary depending on the particular application and range of used 
desired (col. 4, lines 52-58). 

Claims 1-20 of this instant patent application differ from the disclosure of either 
Larsson or Northcut in that a protection part of the filter is coupled on the inner surface 
of the frame to occupy the inner space with a plurality of minute holes through which air 
passes, and the protection part being spaced a predetermined distance away from the 
filter to protect the filter from damage. 

Claims 21 and 22 of this instant patent application differ from the disclosure of 
either Larsson or Northcut in that a frame including a filter protection part and at least 
one movable catch attached to the frame and configured to removably attach the air 
filter protection apparatus to the air filter housing, wherein the air filter protection part is 
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spaced from the air filter when the air filter protection apparatus is attached to the air 
filter housing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1 163. The examiner can normally be reached on Monn"ues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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